Fundraising
Pack

Thank you!
Thank you for choosing to raise funds for MySight York.
We’re here for everyone with sight loss and their friends and
family. Our services help people with sight loss stay independent, connect with their community and receive practical and
emotional support.
This pack provides you with all the information you will need for
your fundraising event or activity. If you need advice or support
with your fundraising, email us at jenny.allott@mysightyork.org
or call on 01904 731126.

MySight York – what we do
Every day 250 people start to lose their sight and one in five
people will live with sight loss during their lifetime. In York, 7000
people are living with sight loss.
MySight York is a member organisation, committed to developing
services that meet the priorities of people in York with sight loss.
We like to work closely with partners in the city to ensure people
with sight loss are at the heart of the community and fully involved in decision-making
We provide services that respond to the priorities of people with
sight loss. Currently we have five main areas of activity:
Equipment and information service which provides practical
and emotional support so that people with sight loss can live fulfilling, independent lives.
The Eye Clinic Liaison Officer (ECLO) supports those recently
diagnosed with sight loss or experiencing changes in sight loss.
We provide services that support people with sight loss to make
social connections through our Home Visiting service and our
telephone Keeping in Touch service.
We provide a range of group activities, including support groups,
interest groups and supporting community organisations to make
their provision more accessible.
We are also committed to making information accessible,
through our quarterly newsletter and provision of transcription
and brailling services.

The difference you can make
£10 pays for a Liquid Level Indicator, enabling our Sight
Support Advisors to show a blind or partially sight person how to
make a cup of tea safely
£25 enables someone with a new diagnosis of sight loss to
meet with our Eye Clinic Liaison Officer at York Hospital
£50 pays for an expert reading assessment, enabling a blind
or partially sighted person to explore specialist equipment and
techniques to help them enjoy reading again

The event

Think about what you want to do. Who do you know and what
might they be interested in joining? Are you a member of any
groups that might want to join in. Do not be put off if you’re not
the obvious fundraiser. Make sure it’s some that you love, and
which will motivate you.
The location
Where are you going to hold your location – at home or at your
place or work? Check out the section on involving your employer
if it is at work. If you are going to use a community venue, always ask about charity rates. Many venues offer discounts.

The date

Give yourself enough time to prepare and to get the word out.
You need to set a reasonable timescale and set a date which
people can make – is it an evening or weekend event? Or is a
coffee and cake event which would work best on a weekday
morning?

Fundraising

How are you going to raise funds? Will you hold an auction or a
raffle? Will you sell drinks or food? Will it be a sponsored event?
Will you charge for attendance? Read the Checklist section for
helpful advice.
Set an ambitious but realistic goal for your event. Email
jenny.allott@mysightyork.org and we can let you know what
similar events have raised.
Spread the word

Spread the word as widely as possible. We can provide you with
template press releases, posters, leaflets, and sponsorships
forms. Radio York and the Evening Press are always keen to
hear from local charities and we can support you to get in touch
with them. Make sure you do the leg work too! Posters in local
shops, community centres, libraries and schools are important.
Local Facebook groups are a good bet too. You want your event
advertised everywhere.

Support

Ask for help! You’ll be surprised who is prepared to help you
when they know you’re doing an event for a charity. Don’t just
asked your friends or family, although they’re worth an ask, try
local hotels, cafes or shops for tombola or raffle prizes.

Online

Use Facebook and Twitter to tell people about your event. We
will use our charity accounts to promote your event if you let us
know about it.
You can set up online fundraising using Just Giving https://
www.justgiving.com/

Set up an account and log in
Click ‘Start Fundraising’
When asked ‘Are you fundraising for a registered charity?’, select ‘Yes, continue’.
Search for MySight York and check that the charity number is

Ideas
There is no end to the activities that you could try! MySight York
has been lucky to benefit from events from sky dives to coffee
mornings. The ideas below will hopefully help get the ideas flowing.
Traditional fundraisers
Bag packing
Car washing
Tea Parties
Dress down days

Individual challenges
Sponsored runs/walks
Cycles/Rows/swims
Skydives
Abseils
Team challenges
Football/Walking football tournament
Litter picks
Knits, crafts, singathons
The outrageous and unusual!
Board game tournaments
Learn a new sport

Involve your company
If you’re planning your event or activity and you’re in employment, have a think about whether you could get your employer
involved.








Could your employer nominate MySight York as charity of the
year?
Does your employer offer matched giving? You may need to
register your gift or event ahead of time to claim the matched
amount
Some employers offer Payroll Giving which means the tax is
included in the donation to MySight York at no cost to you
Could your employer offer a gift in kind? As a small charity
we are very grateful for gifts of equipment such as computers, printers, or office furniture.

Support and checklist
There’s a lot to think about when putting together your event.
Here are some tips from our successful fundraisers. Remember
that we can provide you with help and advice.
Food and drink
If you are catering for your event, make sure you keep to food
hygiene rules. There loads of useful information at
www.food.gov.uk. If you are going to serve alcohol, you may
need a license. You can call the Licensing Team at York Council
on 01904 552422 or email them on licensing@york.gov.uk.
Insurance
If you are doing a big event, you may need to arrange your own
insurance. Contact us if you think you may need to arrange insurance.
Cash Collections
House to house collections need to be registered with the local
authority. If you are planning to do a house to house collection,
please contact us first.
Raffles and tombolas
Small raffles can take place as part of larges events, if no more
that £500 is spent on prizes and alcohol is not given to those under 18. If you are planning on doing something more ambitious it
is best to read the full guidance at the Gambling Commission
website https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Home.aspx.

You can also help us by collecting our Pink Elephants. These are
donation boxes at shops across the city.
This is flexible commitment, which would suit someone happy to
represent MySight York in our community.
Tasks include:
Collecting full pink elephants and delivering new empty Pink
Elephants

Visiting shops and organisations in the city and asking if they
would consider hosting a pink elephant

Counting donations and banking them

Reporting donations accurately to MySight York staff
Volunteers would be required to have their own transport and undertake a basic DBS check.


