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The first week in June marks National Volunteers’ Week and this year, as a 
thank you, we would like to invite you to our Platinum Jubilee Open Day on 
Monday 6th June between 10am and 3pm. It will be great to see you there at 
our Merchantgate offices in person. No need to book; just turn up. 
 

We will be arranging some face-to-face socials later in the year. In the 
meantime, we will be holding some socials over Zoom. Don’t worry if you 
would prefer not to use Zoom as you can dial in using a normal phone, 
however your telephone provider will charge you your normal local rate call. 
Dates of the socials are on the back page. 
 

Everyone at MySight York feels honoured to have such a wonderful team of 
volunteers. Whether you are able to volunteer weekly, fortnightly, monthly or 
on an ad-hoc basis, your help and willingness to donate your time is very 
much appreciated. You truly make a massive difference. Thank You! 
 

Catherine Bamford, Volunteer Manager 

 MySight York - Volunteering Extra 

 (Summer 2022) 

Safeguarding is about protecting 
people from harm and it can be a 
difficult subject. We would like to say 
thank you to all of you who have 
attended this training, whether in 
person or via Zoom. Volunteers can 
make a massive difference to our 
clients.  
 

Many of you have significant 
experience of safeguarding outside 
of your volunteer role. Our training 
takes the principles of safeguarding 
and makes them relevant to your 
volunteer role. It also  gives advice 
on how to raise any concerns you 
may have about clients and covers 
how MySight York deals with these. 
 

Catherine and volunteers at a 
Concerns and Safeguarding 
training session 
  

If you are a Home Visitor, Keeping in 
Touch Volunteer or you support  
Activities and you haven’t already 
attended this training, please contact 
Carol to book a suitable date. Dates 
are listed on the back page.  

Concerns and Safeguarding   
Training 
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Many of you will be familiar with our 

Pink Elephants. These are collection 

boxes which twenty shops in York 

have on their counters.  

During the pandemic, some shops in 

York closed and new ones opened. 

Our numbers of Pink Elephants fell. 

We want to increase the number of 

shops that have Pink Elephants. It 

would be great to have 100 Pink 

Elephants in shops across the city. 

We also want to build relationships 

with the shops, visiting them 

regularly to empty the boxes and 

letting them know what MySight is 

doing.  

We are looking for volunteers who 

could spend a few hours each month 

out and about in York, building those 

relationships with shops and finding 

new businesses to host our Pink 

Elephants. The volunteers will also 

collect donations and bank the 

money.  

Travel expenses will be paid and 

training will be provided along with 

promotional information about 

MySight York’s work. If you would 

like to be involved, or know someone 

who might want to volunteer for this 

role, please contact Jenny Allott, 

Fundraiser: Tel 01904 731126 or 

email jenny.allott@mysightyork.org 
 

 

Photo of one of our Pink Elephant 

collection boxes 
 
 

Fundraising volunteers are also 

encouraged to look at the new 

fundraising pack on our website: 

https://www.mysightyork.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/05/Fundraising

-pack.pdf 

This provides lots of information and 
support to help you run your own 
fundraising event. We were really 
lucky this May when Jack and Ann, 
long-time supporters of our charity, 
ran a tea dance event that raised 

around £500, which was shared 
between MySight York, Blind 
Veterans and Snappy.  
 

If you are a Home Visitor and enjoy 
shopping you could be the volunteer 
we need. We have had a referral for 
a lady who would like to go clothes 
shopping once a month. If you are 
interested, please contact Catherine: 
Tel 01904 731122 or email 

volunteermanager@mysightyork.org 

Hold your own event with the help 
of our new fundraising pack 

Calling all clothes shoppers!

Fundraising Volunteers — we need 
You! 

mailto:jenny.allott@mysightyork.org
https://www.mysightyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Fundraising-pack.pdf
https://www.mysightyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Fundraising-pack.pdf
https://www.mysightyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Fundraising-pack.pdf
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I am Rosa, known as Rosie. Born in 
Vienna, Austria, I arrived in England 
as a refugee in August 1939. After a 
variety of jobs, I became a house-
wife with two children. As soon as 
they started school, I qualified for an 
advanced City and Guilds in Home 
Economics, which enabled me to 
teach Cookery and Nutrition in Adult 
Education. I worked with a vast 
variety of people at various stages of 
their lives. 

After 12 years, I was seconded for 
a two-year training course and 
qualified with a Diploma in Social 
Work at the age of 50, becoming a 
Child Care Specialist for fostering 
and adoption.  

After retiring, my husband and I 
moved to York to help with our two 
granddaughters, whose musician 
parents were often travelling away. 
I volunteered as a Family Mediator 
for the York Family Mediation Service 
until16 years ago. 

In the belief that I have still got some 
skills to offer, despite my advancing 
years, and finding work with people 
satisfying, I then became a Volunteer 
with MySight York. I started as a 

Home Visitor, and as part of this I 
persuaded our clients to join the 
various activities available. Later, I 
became a regular Exercise Volunteer 
and we are joined by clients with 
considerable physical impairment 
alongside their sight loss.  

I really enjoy my volunteering at 
MySight York and, like our clients, I 
have made many friends and 
benefited both physically and 
socially. 

Thank you to all volunteers who 
completed detailed quarterly client 
reports and accompanying volunteer 
impact questionnaires for the end-of-
project report on our Lottery grant 
funding. We really appreciate the 
time and effort that all of you put in.   
 

Heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers 
who support Keeping in Touch and 
Activities Volunteering for all you do. 
You have truly made a difference to 
the lives of all the individuals that you 
serve. Clients have spoken about the 
positive connections made and their 
increased wellbeing during the 
pandemic. If you are available to 
attend our drop-in Jubilee Open Day 
on the 6th June 10.00am–3.00pm, I’ll 
be delighted to thank you in person.  
 

If you would like to volunteer for a 
sport or leisure group, we have 
volunteer placements available for:  
Boccia at Dringhouses, 1.00-2.00pm 
every Wednesday  
Knitting at Tang Hall, 1.30-4.00pm on 
the last two Tuesdays of the month 
Tai Chi in Acomb – details still to be 
confirmed 

Spotlight on Volunteering —     

Rosie Schatzberger 

 Vicky’s thank yous and updates 
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General Volunteer Enquiries, Home 
Visiting Service  
Catherine Bamford, Volunteer 
Manager 
01904 731122   
volunteermanager@mysightyork.org 
(Tuesday to Friday) 
 

Fundraising 
Jenny Allott, Fundraiser  
01904 731126 
jenny.allott@mysightyork.org 
(Mon, Weds, Fri) 
 

Home Connections 
Deb Wheller, Early Intervention and 
Sight Loss Advisor  
01904 731125 
deb.wheller@mysightyork.org 
(Mon to Fri) 
 

Keeping In Touch/Activities  
Vicky Smith, Community Involvement 
Officer  
01904 731124 
vicky.smith@mysightyork.org 
(Mon to Fri) 
 
Volunteer and Befriending 
Assistant 
Carol Etherington  
01904 731127  
carol.etherington@mysightyork.org 
(10am-3pm Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) 
 

Main Office 
hello@mysightyork.org 
01904 636269 
14 Merchants Place, Merchantgate, 
York, YO1 9TU 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Platinum Jubilee Open Day 
at the MySight York Offices,  
Merchantgate 
 

Monday 6th June,  
come any time between 10.00am 
and 3.00pm  
No need to book, just turn up. 
 
Please contact Carol to book a 
place on the following events: 
 
Volunteer Socials 
 

Thursday 14th July, 2.00-3.00pm 
via Zoom 
 

Friday 9th September, 10.00-
11.00am via Zoom 
 
Concerns and Safeguarding 
Training 
 

Friday 15th July, 10.00-11.30am 
face-to-face, Merchantgate 
 

Tuesday 26th July, 10.00-11.30am 
face-to-face, Merchantgate 
 

 

Dates for your diary 

Office closure dates 

Our offices will be closed 

on the following dates: 

Thursday 2nd and Friday 

3rd June Jubilee Bank 

Holiday 

Monday 29th and Tuesday 

30th August Bank Holiday 


